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Algorithm for Evaluation and Treatment of Suspected & Confirmed COVID-19 Cases in Correctional Settings  
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Isolate patient immediately and 
use PPE per institution protocol 

 

Usual  
Care 

 

Evaluate patient for need to 
transfer out of facility 

 

Transfer out of facility 
1) Appropriate PPE for 
transfer 
2) Notify accepting facility 
that patient is COVID-19 
suspect 

Diagnostic Testing 
1) COVID-19 PCR (single swab of NP+OP) +/- influenza 
PCR or respiratory viral PCR panel 
3) CXR: IF high-risk of complications OR signs and 
symptoms of lower respiratory tract disease 
4) Blood and sputum cx: IF high-risk of complications OR 
signs and symptoms of lower respiratory tract disease 
AND higher acuity of illness 

COVID-19 Clinical Care 
1) Keep on isolation per protocol 
2) Supplemental O2 if SpO2 <92% (AVOID: 
high-flow nasal cannula if possible) 
3) Analgesia and antipyretics PRN 
4) Bronchodilators by MDI PRN (AVOID 
nebulized medications if possible) 
5) IVFs PRN 
6) Antivirals: hydroxychloroquine most 
promising, currently consider for patients 
requiring hospitalization  

Alternate Dx Made 
Isolate as needed for alternate dx unless high 
clinical suspicion remains for concurrent 
COVID-19 despite negative test  

No Alternate Dx Made - Still Concerned for 
Respiratory Viral Syndrome 

Continue COVID-19 isolation/PPE, consider 
repeat test 

No Alternate Dx Made - No Longer Concerned 
for Respiratory Viral Syndrome 

Consider d/c of COVID-19 isolation/PPE 

NOTE: if COVID-19 
testing limited or 
delayed the following 
studies may help assess 
likelihood of COVID-19: 
1) CBC with diff 
2) CRP 
3) Procalcitonin 
 

COVID-19 Results 
 

COVID-19 Suspect? 
New and unexplained 
1) Temp >100.0 OR subjective fever OR 
2) Cough OR 
3) Shortness of breath OR 
4) URI symptoms OR 
5) Nausea/vomiting or diarrhea OR 
6) Disturbance in taste or smell 
 


